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By VictoR H. ALLEMANDY.

« STUDIES OF CHILDHOOD,” Sully.

In the previous article I referred briefly to the work whjcp
Dr. Sully has done for Child Psychology. Until recent
years no subject was more neglect-ed than. the study of the
child mind, but owing to the scientific studies and researches
of Sully, Compayré, Preyer, and others, we now have 3
valuable mine of informatien relating to the growth and
characteristics of the mind of a child. Professor Sully is
the author of several psychological works, the chief of which
are Qutlines of Psychology, Teachers’ Handbook of Psychology
and Studies of Child/iood.

Sully belongs to what is called the English school of
experimental psychology, and is Professor of Philosophy of
Mind and Logic at University College, London. Valuable
data have been collected from every available source, and
upon these broad generalisations have been based. The
author does not claim that his Studzes of Childhood is a com-
plete treatise on child-psychology, but that these * studies ”
“merely deal with certain aspects of children’s minds which
happen to have come under my notice, and to have had
a special interest for me.” The main chapters are :—‘“ Age
of Imagination,” ¢ The Dawn of Reason,” ¢ Products of
Child-Thought,” “The Little Linguist,” ¢ Subject to Fear,”
f‘ {2‘3 ’C‘hiild as A_l:tist,” o 'I:he Young Draughtsmaﬂ,”

Abstracts from a Father’s Dj
Childhood.”

ary,” and “George Sand’s
The Age of Imagination.
In the first essay the re

alm of fancy is dealt with. We are
all aware that at a ver

- e y early age children are full of fancy:
They exist in.a world of make-belief, Inanimate objects=—
sometimes of the crudest ot se—are antowed Wil liis i
vigour. The doll becomes g living personality and the
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wooden horse a 7ea/ one in a ch

: ild’s imagination., * The wee
.mlte Ol_c three and a half, spending more than half his days

In trying to realize all manner of pretty, odd, startling

fancies about animals, fairies, and the rest, is something

vastly unlike the boy of six or seven, whose mind is now

bent on understanding the make and go of machines, and of
that big machine, the world.”

“Imagination,” says Professor Sully, *“is intimately bound
up with the life of feeling, and will assume as many directions
as this life assumes. Hence the familiar fact that in some
children imagination broods by preference on gloomy and
terrifying objects, religious and other, whereas in others it
selects what is bright and gladsome.” Further on he says:
“This transformation of the actual surroundings is, of course,
restrained in serious moments, and in intercourse with older
and graver folk. There is, however, a region of child-life
where it knows no check, where the impulse to deck out
its shabby reality with what is bright and gay has all its
own way. This region is ‘Play.’” The section devoted to
“Imagination and Storyland” is full of interest. * We
grown-up people,” says the author, ‘“are wont to flatter
ourselves that we read stories : the child, if he could know
what we call reading, would laugh at it. With what dgft-
ness does the little brain disentangle the language, of.ten
puzzling and strange enough, reducing it by a secret chxlc_l-
art to simplicity and to reality.” Parents should re.melmbcr
that the explaining of a story is r:asemed “'be‘cuuie it inter-
rupts the child’s own spontaneous image-building.

Zhe Dawn of Reason.

This chapter gives much food for thought, a\nd de;serve:;
careful attention on the part of parents. bpeaklmg 5
“ questions,” Dr. Sully says that iL'n many f:as?:; Ch’iil‘sirfn]’z
regarded as a studied annoyance. : S 't\
stioning is the outcome of the perp ex1 y
erable things with

questions are
not so. The que \
of the child to understand the innum i3 e
which he is daily brought face to face. )]e? : 'nura,’nce,
the words of the author, “is the outcome © f%g.uwn-up
a belief in the boundless knowledge © W evees
add to the scrappy, ‘-mbat,“'t}mE
ittle questioners own

I3

coupled with
people. It is an attempt to
information about things which the 1
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observation has managed to gath(?r, I others’ }_lalf‘underStOOd
words have succeeded in communicating. It is the outcome
of intellectual craving, of a demand for mental food.” [t ig
well to bear in mind that the question, “ What is this? ” ofiep
means, “ What is it called?” Another favourite form of
questioning is, “ Why ?” Among the greatfzst difficultieg
with which a child is confronted may be mentioned (1) how
things are produced ; (2) disappearance F’f things ; (3) vast-
ness and infinite number of existent things perceived and
heard about; (4) subject of “origins.” Here are a few of
the typical questions given: “ Why does the wind blow:”
“ Who made God:” ‘“What was there before God:” «If
I'd gone upstairs could God make it that I hadn’t?” Dealing
with theological ideas, Dr. Sully writes: “The child is
a metaphysician in the sense in which the earliest human
thinkers were metaphysicians, pushing his questionings into
the inmost nature of things, and back to their absolute
beginnings.”

He contends that in some instances questions are put by
children, not in order to obtain information, but merely for
the sake of asking questions. “In a certain amount of
childish questioning, indeed, we have, I suspect, to do with
a distinctly abnormal mental state, with an analogue of that
mania of questions, or passion for mental rummaging, or
prying into everything, which is a well-known phase of
mental disease.” As a final extract under this heading let
me quote the following :—“ To admit, however, that children’s
questions may now and again need this sort of wholesome
snubbing is far from saying that we ought to treat
all their questioning with a mild contempt. The little
questioners flatter us by attributing superior knowledge to
us, apd good manners should compel us to treat their
questions with some attention, And if, now and then, they
torment us with a string of random, reckless, questioning, in
how many cases, one wonders, are they not made to suffer,
and that wrongfully, by having perfectly serious questions

rudely cast back on their hands ?”’
Products of Child-7 hought.

.oljh‘e products. of Child-thought are classified in three
divisions, ViZ., (@) about nature, (4) psychological ideas, and
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(¢) theological ideas. “Beginning with their i

objects we find, as has been hinted, the influence of certain
predominant tendencies, Of these the most important is the
impulse to think of what is far off, whether in space or time,
and so unobservable, as like w

' : hat is near and observed,
Along with this tendency, or rather as one particular develop-

ment of it, there goes the disposition already illustrated, to
vivify nature, to personify things, and so to assimilate their
behaviour to the child’s own, and to explain the origin of
things by ideas of making and aiming at some purpose.”
Children are particularly interested in the movement of
things, the “impressive phenomena of thunder and lightning,”
dreams, growth, the origin of babies and young animals and
self. Among the theological ideas which puzzle young
minds, Dr. Sully gives the following :—the beginning of life,
death, heaven, God’s creative power, omniscience, and
goodness, and the doctrine of God’s eternity which is “ one of
the real difficulties of theology for the child’s intelligence.”

deas of natural

The Laitlle Linguast,

“No part of the lite of a child appeals to us more powerfull’y
perhaps than the first use of our language. 'J'l?e _s:maHlperson s
first efforts in linguistics win us by a certain graclousness,
by the friendly impulse they disclose to get mentally
near us, to enter into the full fruition of human intercourse.
The difficulties, too, which we manage to la'y upon the
young learner of our tongue, zm_d 1he way in Wh.m]h; he
grapples with these, lend a pw(‘ulm{‘ 111.lere.~st,.h'alf pL.LIt lLtLC‘
half humorous, to this field of infantile activity. o the
scientific observer of infancy, moreover, t‘he noting of thf
stages in the acquisition of speech is\ of the hrst‘ ]mpo,l—’it:éfei'n

Many amusing transformations of our words are -intence-
this chapter. At first there is. no attempt qt 5-]'ectives
building. Mere names, more especially :mbs;tzm.tlr\ftf~,;’t‘(Ji 2
and adverbs, are first spoken, ¢.g., mamma, Illd.lﬂ, C d]t),tq 4
hot, nice, good, away, down, etc. In these ﬁrst'atieris}- i‘n 16
often found that the predicate precedes the‘sul}lf"c ,n( .
sentence, *“ Run away man,” which means .‘ tl}?\':i lypes
has run) away.” Again, “ Laura bread give was

- 2 i e 75
used for “ give Laura bread.

milk,
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Subject to Fear.

‘This subject is of the greatest intqrest to a.ll concernegd
with the bringing-up of children. * That fear is one of the
characteristic feelings of the child nee.ds no proving, Iy
seems to belong to these wee, weakly things, brought face to
face with a new strange world, to tremble. They are
naturally timid, as all that is weiak and ignorant in nature is
apt to be timid.” Strange sounds, the magnitude of the sea,
new and strange objects, animals, and darkness are dreadeq
by young children. The latter, z.e., fear of darlfness “1is no
doubt very common among children, and seems indeed to bhe
one of their recognised characteristics.” ¢ There seem to he
people,” says Dr. Sully, “ who have no idea what the agony
of these early terrors amounts to. And since it is the
unknown that excites this fear, and the unknown in childhood
is almost everything, the possibilities of suffering from this
source are great enough.” I must content myself with one
more quotation on this interesting subject. “ Happy those
little ones who have ever near them loving arms within whose
magic circle the oncoming of the cruel fit of terror is instantly
checked, giving place to a delicious calm. How unhappy
those children must be who, being fearsome by nature, lack
this refuge, who are left much alone to wrestle with their
horrors as best they may, and are rudely repulsed when they
bear their heart-quakings to others. I would not venture to
say, still less should I care to suggest what is suffered by
those unfortunates who find in those about them not comfort,
assurance, support in their fearsome moments, but the worst
source of their terrors.”

I regret the exigencies of space will not permit me to
f:onsider the last four chapters which are full of interest,
Instructive and amusing, but I hope I have been able to show
from the foregoing quotations that this is a book which, above
all others, should be read from cover to cover.

“THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CHILDHOOD.” Tracy.

Dr. Tracy, Lecturer in Philosophy in the University of
Toronto, has produced a valuable addition to child psychology-
Not only has he given the results of his own observations,
but he also compares his generalisations and deductions with
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- i‘—__—‘_‘—\__—§__—§———.
those of such eminent psychologists as Preyer, Baldwin,

Sully, Perez, and others, President Hall writes in the
Introduction +—*“This dissertation is far imore than a com-
pilation. It brings important additions to our knowledge
upon some of the most important topics. This is perhaps
most noticeable in the case of the chapter on language,
almost a monograph in itself, and which will interest
philologists as well as psychologists and teachers.”

Chapter 1., on Sensation, deals with sight, hearing, touch,
taste, smell, temperature, organic sensations, muscular
feelings.

Chapter II. discusses fear, anger, surprise, astonishment,
curiosity, esthetic feelings, love, sympathy, jealousy, etc.,
under the heading of Emotion.

Chapter III., /Znfellect, comprises perception, memory,
association, imagination, the discursive processes, the idea
of self.

Impulsive, reflexive, instinctive, ideational movements are
considered in the chapter on Volition.

Among the topics in Chapter V., dealing with Language,
we find heredity zersus education in language, the physiological
development, and the phonetic and psychic development.

Two important appendices are given at the end of the
volume, the former containing “ Unpublished Sources of In:-’
formation” and the latter “Published Sources of Information,
both of which are comprehensive and invaluable.

I do not propose dealing with this volume to any further
extent as I have already fully considereq the subject \ivhef}
reviewing Compayré’s Pb‘}’ChOlOg)’. apphefi iy qucatlon
and Preyer’s « Mental Development in the Child.
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